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2016 David L. Boren Fellowship 
Institute of International Education Terms and Conditions  

 
1. Boren Fellowship: The Boren Fellowship is funded by the National Security Education Program 

(“NSEP”) and administered by the Institute of International Education (“IIE”).  In order to become 
a Boren Fellow, the student is required to read the Terms and Conditions included herein, and to 
sign each page to affirm his or her understanding and acceptance of these Terms and 
Conditions.  Failure to abide by these Terms and Conditions will jeopardize the fellowship. Failure 
to sign each page or return this document to IIE will result in forfeiture of the Boren Fellowship.   

 
2. Application: The Boren Fellow must affirm that the information provided in his or her Boren 

application is complete and correct.  The Fellow’s application is acknowledged as part of these 
Terms and Conditions. 

 
3. Required Forms and Documents: The Boren Fellow must complete all requirements by the due 

dates listed in paragraph 32. 
 

4. Contact Information:  The Boren Fellow must provide IIE with all required information by 
logging into the Boren Fellowship Self-Service Portal before the Boren funded program begins. 
The Boren Fellow must immediately update this information if there are any changes in overseas, 
emergency, or home contact information, including email, mailing or physical address, and 
telephone numbers, during the period of funding.  

 
5. Agreements with NSEP: 

a. The Boren Fellow will incur a service obligation to the United States government.  The 
Boren Fellow must read and sign the document Service Agreement for Fellowships and 
Fellowship Awards and must verify basic personal information including address, phone, 
and email on www.nsepnet.org after the completion of the Boren funded period. 

b. The Boren Fellow must read and sign the NSEP Terms and Conditions.   
 

6. Matriculation:  The Boren Fellow must remain matriculated as a degree-seeking graduate student 
at a regionally accredited U.S. post-secondary institution for the duration of the Boren Fellowship 
funded program. The Boren Fellow must provide a letter from the registrar or dean of his or her 
home institution that 1) states that the Boren Fellow will remain matriculated during the Boren 
Fellowship funded program and 2) indicates the expected date of graduation. 

 
7. Health Considerations: The Boren Fellow must be in sound health, and must meet the health 

requirements of his or her overseas institutions.  The Boren Fellow must provide IIE with proof of 
sound health written by a qualified physician before the overseas program begins. The Fellow 
assumes complete responsibility for obtaining any vaccinations or tests that are recommended or 
required for entry into his or her chosen country of study. 
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8. Insurance Requirements: The Boren Fellow must provide documentation of health, accident, 
evacuation, and repatriation of remains insurance. Evacuation insurance must cover medical and 
non-medical situations, including war, civil unrest, and natural disasters. If such insurance is not 
provided by the overseas host institution, the Fellow must purchase the insurance directly. The 
Boren Fellow must send documentation to IIE that includes the following information:  

a. Proof of required overseas coverage; 
b. Amount of coverage; and 
c. Dates of coverage.   

 
9. Arrangement for Foreign Study: The Boren Fellow is responsible for making all arrangements 

related to and required for the overseas study, including: providing documentation of foreign 
study; obtaining and paying for required insurance; and obtaining a U.S. passport, and necessary 
visas, research clearances, and other necessary permits from other governments. Failure to obtain 
the necessary documentation in a timely manner, including visas, may result in the forfeiture of the 
Boren Fellowship. 

 
10. Travel and Fly America Act Compliance:  The Boren Fellow is responsible for making all of his 

or her travel arrangements.  The Boren Fellow must comply with the Fly America Act, which 
requires that all air travel supported by federal government funds be on American Flag Carriers 
departing from the United States to the foreign destination and returning to the United States, and 
on all internal foreign flights where such service is available.  To comply with this requirement, 
the Boren Fellow must send a copy of his or her airline ticket or itinerary, documenting the flight, 
airline carrier, and price.  

 
11. Orientation: The Boren Fellow is required to attend the Boren Awards Orientation and 

Convocation on June 6-7, 2016 in Washington, DC, provided that he or she is in the United States 
at the time.  If a Boren Fellow is unable to attend for other reasons, he or she must petition IIE in 
writing. In addition, the Boren Fellow is required to attend any orientation conducted by his or her 
home institution and overseas program, whether it is before departure from the United States, or in 
the host country or region.  Expenses related to attendance at program orientations are not 
compensated in addition to the fixed sum of the grant. 

 
12. Registration with Local Embassy or Consulate: The Boren Fellow is required to register with 

the U.S. embassy or consulate in his or her country of study. The Boren Fellow may register online 
at https://step.state.gov/step/.  

 
13. Information Sharing: The Boren Fellow understands and accepts that his or her name may be 

published in association with the Boren Fellowships. In addition, the Fellow understands that in 
administering the Boren Fellowship, IIE may share information about the Boren Fellow and his or 
her award with the NSEP Office, the National Security Education Board, the U.S. Department of 
Defense and other government agencies, and/or his or her home institution and overseas program, 
and by signing these Terms and Conditions, the Boren Fellow grants IIE the right to share any 
such information. 
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14. Benefits:  
a. Benefits under this fellowship are limited to those described on the Boren Fellowship Grant 

Document and must be applied to the program of study identified by the Fellow on his or her 
application, unless the student has successfully petitioned IIE for a change in program.   

b. Boren Fellowship funds may only be used to pay for the approved program costs (program 
tuition, room and board), other program related costs (books, local transportation, insurance, 
limited research expenses), and airfare on a U.S. flag carrier. The Boren Fellowship is not 
all-inclusive.  It does not cover personal expenses such as: medical exams, inoculations, 
visas (single or multi-entry), potential currency fluctuations or steadily rising inflation, 
round-trip airfare home during vacation breaks, telephone bills, in-country excursions not 
included in the program, and other ancillary costs.   

c. Boren Fellowships are based on the costs of the approved program, up to a maximum level.  
The Boren Fellow must inform IIE of any additional financial aid awards, grants, or 
scholarships that could affect the amount of the Boren Fellowship, as benefits may not be 
duplicated. 

 
15. Payment:  The Boren Fellow will receive an individual fellowship disbursement schedule. 

Payments for the fellowship will be based on the length of study and will be made in U.S. 
currency.  All payments will be made to the Fellow. Before the Boren-funded program begins, the 
Fellow must submit the Grant Payment Deposits Form and supporting documentation, which 
allows IIE to pay the Fellow via electronic fund transfer. The receiving bank account must be in 
the name of the Fellow and be at a U.S. bank. If the bank account changes, a new form is required.  
Payments will not be made until all required documents and forms are submitted, as listed in 
paragraph 32.  

 
16. Full Time Study:  During the overseas portion of the award, Boren Fellowships are intended to 

fund full time academic study, and the Boren Fellow must remain in the approved Boren funded 
program full time.  Acceptance of remunerative employment while abroad violates the conditions 
of the fellowship. 

 
17. Dependents: Boren Fellowships are provided to the Fellow only. Under no circumstances will 

monetary allowances be provided for dependents of fellowship recipients. 
 

18. Taxes:  The Boren Fellow is responsible for any tax liability resulting from receipt of a Boren 
Fellowship.  The Boren Fellow is encouraged to consult IRS Publication #970, Tax Benefits for 
Education, for further information. 

 
19. Deferrals: The Boren Fellowship may only be deferred until the next academic year under 

extraordinary circumstances. A Boren Fellow who wishes to defer his or her fellowship must 
petition IIE in writing, providing a detailed description of the reasons for requesting the deferral; 
an update on the program of study, including new start and end dates, and an updated budget; and 
proof that the Fellow will not graduate prior to the end of the new program of study. Fellowships 
for summer-only study will not be deferred. 
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20. Program Changes: The Boren Fellow may request program changes prior to the start of the 

program. Requested program changes must be in the same country or world region, and for study 
of the same language as the original program. Program changes will only be granted with the 
advanced written permission from IIE. The Fellow must provide a detailed description of the new 
program, including start and end dates, a new budget, detailed reasons for requesting the new 
program, and evidence that the Fellow has been admitted to the new program, if applicable. 
Requests to switch to a new program will be evaluated individually, and will only be granted in 
extraordinary circumstances. 
 

21. Early Withdrawal – The Boren Fellow may only withdraw from an approved program early with 
the express and written permission from IIE, and the Fellow may be required to return fellowship 
funds already granted.  Withdrawal without prior written approval from IIE shall be grounds for 
fellowship termination, as referenced in paragraph 31. The Boren Fellow must inform IIE should a 
situation arise which may affect his or her ability to complete the Boren funded program. 
 

22. Extensions:  A Boren Fellow who received a fellowship for one semester may request additional 
funding to extend the overseas program in the same country for another semester. The Fellow must 
request the extension in writing to IIE at least six weeks prior to the end date of the overseas 
program, as defined in the Fellow’s Grant Document.  Extension requests will be evaluated 
individually, and are subject to the availability of funds. Extensions will only be granted with the 
advanced written permission from IIE. 

 
23. Travel and Program Breaks:  The Boren Fellow may not travel outside his or her country of 

study without express, prior written permission from IIE. Any Boren Fellow wishing to travel 
outside his or her country of study must notify IIE in writing as soon as possible and in no case 
less than a week prior to the planned travel. The Boren Fellow is required to register with the U.S. 
embassy or consulate for any travel outside of the host country. The Boren Fellow may register 
online at https://step.state.gov/step/. Except in rare and compelling circumstances, IIE will not 
approve travel that 1) interrupts the academic schedule and/or 2) is longer than two weeks in 
duration.  Because duration in the host country is a factor in determining award amounts, travel 
outside of the host country could potentially reduce the Boren Fellow’s award amount. Travel to 
countries under U. S. Department of State Travel Warnings will have additional restrictions, noted 
in paragraph 24. 

 
24. Travel Warnings and Other Safety Matters:  

a. A Boren Fellow studying in a country with a current U.S. Department of State Travel 
Warning must sign a waiver acknowledging they are aware of the travel warning and the 
guidance that the Department of State provides with that warning. 

b. In cases in which political instability or other circumstances existing in the host country 
threaten the personal safety and security of the Fellow, the Fellow may, in consultation with 
IIE staff conclude the program of foreign study and/or move to another country.  IIE 
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reserves the right to require that a Fellow leave a country if safety issues require.  IIE has no 
responsibility for repatriation or relocation under such circumstances. If political instability 
or lack of personal safety and security make it necessary to end a program early, approval for 
early departure will be granted without prejudice.  IIE, however, reserves the right to 
reevaluate and to recalculate the fellowship award amount and may require the Fellow to 
return unused fellowship funds to IIE. 

c. A Boren Fellow who wishes to travel to countries with a Department of State Travel 
Warning, in accordance to paragraph 23, may do so according to home and host institution 
policies. In certain cases, IIE may not allow any travel to a particular country.  

 
25. Felonies and Other Matters: By signing these Terms and Conditions, the Boren Fellow affirms 

that he or she will not, and did not at any time prior to the date of this affirmation, promote or 
engage in violence, terrorism, bigotry, or the destruction of any State; and that, to the best of his or 
her knowledge, he or she is not listed on, or a member of any entity listed on, the Office of Foreign 
Assets Control Specially Designated Nationals List, the Department of State’s Terrorist Exclusion 
List, the United Nations Consolidated List, or any other terrorist list compiled by various 
governments. Additionally, by signing these Terms and Conditions, the Boren Fellow affirms that 
he or she has neither been indicted or convicted of a felony in the United States, nor been indicted 
or convicted in another country of an act that would be considered felonious under the laws of the 
United States. 

 
26. Liability: 

a. The Boren Fellow agrees to hold harmless any one or more of the National Security 
Education Board, the National Security Education Program staff, the Institute of 
International Education, the IIE Board, and IIE officers and staff from any responsibility for 
injury, accident, illness, loss of personal property or other contingencies which may befall 
the Fellow or his or her dependents during or in conjunction with the Fellow’s activities 
while receiving support from this fellowship in the United States or a foreign country.  

b. The U.S. Department of Defense, the National Security Education Board, and the Institute of 
International Education assume no responsibility for any injury, accident, illness, loss of 
personal property or other contingencies that may befall the Boren Fellow during or in 
connection with the Fellow’s time abroad under this fellowship. 

c. No one or more of the U.S. Department of Defense, the National Security Education Board, 
or the Institute of International Education shall be liable for any claim resulting from a Boren 
Fellow’s failure to enter upon or complete the program outlined in the Fellow’s application. 

 
27. Contingencies: The effectuation of the fellowship is contingent upon acceptance into the chosen 

program, availability of transportation, stable conditions in the host country, and the fellowship 
recipient's ability to obtain a passport and necessary visas.  A Boren Fellowship is valid only in the 
host country for the fellowship activity and period specified in the award documents.   
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28. Prohibition of Government Employment: The Boren Fellow may not be employed, including 
unpaid internships, by the U.S. federal government or any foreign government while receiving 
Boren Fellowship funding, and he or she must sign the Government Status Confirmation Form 
confirming this is the case. 

29. Ethical Standards:  The Boren Fellow is expected to honor any debts incurred in the host country. 
If the Boren Fellow is conducting research, he or she is required to comply with all ethical 
guidelines and internal review board requirements of his or her home institution.  

 
30. Media Release: By signing these Terms and Conditions, the Boren Fellow hereby grants IIE, 

NSEP, and their respective agents, licensees and other designees the absolute right to record and 
use his or her voice, statements, name and/or likeness and any photographs, videos and/or audio 
recordings obtained in connection with participation in the program. This includes, but is not 
limited to, any photographs that may be taken at the Boren Awards Orientation and Convocation 
and any that the Boren Fellow may send to the Boren Awards staff. These may be used for all 
purposes and in all media including, without limitation, websites, brochures, advertisements and 
other publications, and the Fellow waives any right he or she may have to inspect or approve the 
finished product.  The Fellow hereby releases, discharges and agrees to hold harmless IIE, NSEP 
and their respective agents, licensees and other designees and/or any publication from any liability 
for any editing, alteration, distortion, and/or audio or optical effect that occurs to the photographs, 
videos or recordings.  This release shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws 
of the State of New York. 

 
31. Termination: Termination means that participation in the Boren Fellowship program ceases and 

that the recipient must refund to NSEP through IIE all fellowship funds that have been issued, plus 
interest.  
Possible grounds for termination of a Boren Fellowship by IIE include, but are not limited to: 

a. violation of any law of the United States or host country; 
b. any act likely to give offense to the host country; 
c. failure to participate in and successfully complete the approved  program; 
d. failure to observe satisfactory academic standards as defined by the approved program; 
e. engaging in any unauthorized income-producing activity; 
f. failure to comply with the NSEP or IIE terms and conditions; 
g. material misrepresentation made in the application or award documents; 
h. early termination of the approved program without authorization by the program and IIE; 
i. leaving the host country without authorization by the overseas program and/or IIE; 
j. violation of home or host institution’s policies or standards, gross misconduct, or unethical 

behavior; and, 
k. failure to complete or submit required language tests, reports, and/or other documents. 
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32. Due Dates: Boren Fellowship disbursements will not be made until all required forms, documents, 
and reports are submitted to IIE, and until any required language tests are taken.  
 
Pre-Program Requirements: The pre-program deadlines are for Boren Fellows informed of their 
recipient status as of April 22, 2016. Alternates who are moved to Recipient status at a later date 
will receive individual deadlines. All Boren Fellows should refer to the online checklist for 
additional information about the requirements.  
 
• May 2, 2016:    Submit the Grant Document and RSVP for the Boren Awards Orientation and 

Convocation. 
• May 16, 2016:   Submit the Service Agreement, NSEP Terms and Conditions, IIE Terms and 

Conditions, Testing Agreement, Proof of Matriculation/Graduation, a copy of a U.S. Passport, 
and the Grantee Payment Deposits form with supporting documentation. Update all required 
contact information in the Boren Fellowship Self-Service Portal. Also, if not previously 
affiliated with the U.S. government, submit the Government Status Confirmation form.  

• By May 16 for June start dates, June 1 for July-August start dates, August 1 for 
September-December start dates, and December 1 for January-March start dates: 
Contact Language Testing International, Inc. (LTI) to schedule the required language pre-test, 
noted in the NSEP Terms and Conditions. The language pre-test must be taken before the first 
payment will be made.  
Submit the Government Status Confirmation Form, Proof of Sound Health, Proof of Insurance 
Coverage, Proof of overseas affiliation(s), and an airline itinerary as proof of flight on a U.S. 
carrier. Submit proof of domestic affiliation (if applicable). 
 

In-Program Requirements: 
• One week after domestic program completion (if applicable): submit final domestic report 
• Two days after your arrival in host country: update grantee residence contact information if 

not provided before the first disbursement. 
• One month after overseas program start: submit initial overseas report 
• Six weeks before third payment (only for Fellows with overseas programs longer than six 

months in duration): Submit overseas mid-term report and return ticket if not provided 
before departure.  See individual disbursement schedule to determine this date. 

 
Post-Program Requirements: 
• Within 30 days of the overseas end date: Submit final overseas report, complete language 

post-test, and verify NSEPnet account information.  Final payment of $500 will be forfeited if 
these requirements are not completed within three months of the Boren Fellow’s program end 
date..  


