
 

2015 Boren Ambassadors 

Photo First 
Name Profile 

 

Amirah Ali-
Dinar 

 
2014 Scholar 

 
Jordan 
Arabic 

Amirah Ali-Dinar was awarded a Boren Scholarship to Amman, Jordan in 2014. While abroad, she interned with the 
Arabic Institute of Security Studies program at the University of Jordan where she conducted research on International 
Energy Security, and attended the International Security Colloquium focusing on Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD). 
Upon her return, she was invited to be an Instructor by the Bureau of Justice Association in Middle Eastern Culture for 
Law Enforcement with the State and Local Anti-Terrorism Training Program. She is currently employed as a Crime 
Intelligence Analyst for the Nebraska Fusion Center, and will pursue her interest in the field of counter-intelligence 
within the intelligence community. 

 

Christian 
Burstall 

 
2014 Scholar 

 
China 

Mandarin 

Christian Burstall was awarded a Boren Scholarship to China in 2014. Christian’s university research was mainly focused 
on the use of international institutions to foster growth in developing states at Brigham Young University- Idaho. While 
in China he finished coursework for his minor in Mandarin by studying in Beijing, with additional study in Western 
China. Both programs were part of a year-long Boren-funded study of Chinese political preferences. He hopes, after 
graduate school, to contribute to national security by finding meaningful ways to connect the policy objectives of the 
United States to the values of global citizens. 

 

Ryan 
Donaghy 

 
2013 

Fellow 
 

Turkey 
Turkish 

 

In Turkey, Ryan Donaghy studied advanced Turkish while conducting archival research on the subject of women’s non-
formal education initiatives developed by non-governmental organizations (NGOs). During her Boren Fellowship, she 
also met with education project coordinators in multiple NGOs to learn more about adult education and non-formal 
education policies in Turkey. Her time as a Boren Fellow allowed her to gain the language skills necessary to conduct 
qualitative interviews in Turkish for her dissertation research in the year immediately following her Boren Fellowship. 
Ryan lives in Los Angeles, California, and is completing her Ph.D. in comparative education at UCLA. 

 

Wynton El 
 

2013 Scholar 
 

Japan 
Japanese 

Wynton El graduated from the University of Arizona Honors College in December 2014 earning a bachelor of arts 
degree in East Asian Studies -Japanese Intensive and Global Studies, with a minor in computer science. A 2013 Boren 
Scholar, Wynton studied abroad at Konan University in Kobe, Japan for the 2013-14 academic year earning the Konan 
University “Top Study Abroad Student Award.” While in Kobe, Wynton played soccer, ran track, joined a cycling team, 
and bonded with his host family. Wynton’s post-graduation plans are to begin employment with the U.S. Department 
of Justice and continue graduate level Japanese studies in order to qualify as a Japanese Linguist in a national security 
position. 

 

Brieonna 
Johnson 

 
2013 Scholar 

 
Japan 

Japanese 

Brieonna Johnson served in the Army National Guard where the values of loyalty, duty, respect, honor, and personal 
courage were instilled in her. In pursuit of her studies and study abroad in Japan, Brieonna had the privilege of being 
recognized as a Boren Scholar in 2013. After graduating from Spelman College with a bachelor of arts in international 
studies, Brieonna participated in the Charles B. Rangel International Affairs Summer Enrichment Program, where she 
took course work focusing on U.S. foreign policy and economics. Brieonna is currently participating in The Carter 
Center Democracy Program Internship conducting research and supporting implementation of democracy abroad. 

 

Clifton 
Ndubuisi 

 
2014 

Scholar 
 

Jordan 
Arabic 

Clifton Ndubuisi completed his bachelor’s degree at Georgia State University in Atlanta, where he majored in Criminal 
Justice and minored in Arabic. In 2014, Clifton was awarded the Boren Scholarship to study Arabic in Jordan. After 
returning from Jordan, he was accepted into the Conflict Resolution Program at The Carter Center, where he will be 
working on a project aimed at countering ISIS propaganda and enabling communities to combat and counter the 
message of the terror group. He intends to complete his service requirement in counter-terrorism. 

 

Hiram 
Rios-

Hernandez 
 

2013 Scholar 
 

China 
Mandarin 

Hiram Rios Hernandez, from Bayamón, Puerto Rico, received a Boren Scholarship to learn Mandarin Chinese at Qingdao 
University in 2013. He took academic classes in his target language and also an extracurricular class on Shandong 
traditional performing arts. Upon his return, Hiram continued his language study through the Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship Program, and through the Critical Language Scholarship Program. After graduating from the 
University of South Florida, he interned at the U.S. State Department as a Pickering Fellow, and started his master’s in 
public policy at the Harvard Kennedy School of Government fall 2015. 

 

 
Kyle 

Rohrich 
 

2013 Scholar  
&  

2014 Fellow 
 

Kyrgyzstan & 
Azerbaijan 

 
Kyrgyz 

& Azerbaijani 
 

Kyle Rohrich is a law and diplomacy master’s candidate at The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 
University, focusing on conflict resolution and public international law. He was a Boren Fellow to Azerbaijan in 2014 
and a Boren Scholar to the Kyrgyz Republic in 2013. Prior to his Boren awards, Kyle worked on peace building 
programming implementation and conflict analysis for the U.S. State Department, and as an intern for political-
military and human rights issues at the U.S. Embassy in Kosovo. He has also worked for International Alert in 
Kyrgyzstan and as a Fellow for the Caspian Center for Energy and Environment in Azerbaijan. In 2014, Kyle was 
selected as an inaugural Diplomacy and Diversity Fellow for Humanity in Action and focused his research on the 
geopolitical use of human rights diplomacy to aggravate fuel conflict in Eurasia. He speaks Azerbaijani, Kyrgyz, 
Russian, and Spanish. 

 

Alexis 
Sammarco 

 
2014 

Scholar 
 

Jordan 
Arabic 

Alexis Sammarco completed her Boren Scholarship studying Arabic at the University of Jordan in Amman, Jordan. Her 
courses focused on language, culture, and religious study and she spent extensive amounts of time with language 
partners to increase her speaking abilities and cultural knowledge of the country. While studying in Jordan, Alexis 
played on the women’s soccer team at the University of Jordan and hosted language and cultural events on campus. In 
May 2015, she graduated from Marquette University with a double major in Middle East and Arabic language & 
criminology and law studies. She is interested in federal law enforcement, working in a position where she can use 
Arabic, live abroad, and work with people of diverse backgrounds. 

 

Nike 
Start 

 
2013 

Fellow 
 

Morocco 
Arabic 

After conducting research in Jordan, Nike Start developed a strong interest in the Middle East and North Africa region, 
which led him to the Boren Fellowship to learn Modern Standard Arabic in Morocco. He spent 8 months in the capital 
city of Rabat studying Arabic and conducting research on the microfinance sector of Morocco. Upon completing the 
Boren Fellowship, Nike received his master’s degree in international and development Economics from the University 
of San Francisco. He currently resides in San Francisco, California and works on the National Program Operations team 
for Summer Search. 


